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RRMARKS 

This communication is in response to the Office Action mailed December 7. 2004. 

^""^ aa^::Tr«d31 a«amenaedtoinco^o.tet.ef.at.e^t^e.u..er^^^^^^^ 
bondedbyvulcani^onto an outer circumferential snrfeceomeinncrslee^^ 
cS^l^al surfaceof^eresinouter Sleeve. IT^n. as presently^ 

en^^ed stepped face is produced on an outer surface of the outer sleeve that ts brought mto 
Z^lSlttheenga^gstepped^cefonnedonaninn.surfa«.of^ 
A for this amendment is found on paragraph [0033] of the specific^^on. for e^le- 
By contrast, as discussed in detail below, Taxudca discloses that the stepped feces is 

formed between the rubber elastic body and Ibe outer sleeve. 

de,i«b.vmg.\«inouter3l<»v.. n„d«.>p.«devi« has V>ccadc.^P«lm<»a««. address 

L resin o«« s.«ve - as «ci,.d in cwm, 1. 17 and 3 , msum^ 
~.«s«c»«is««,iish^byumizing3nelasdodrf«nn«i»offl«r««^ 
For«=rnple.seepar.S«,i«t0008W00121<>fA,pli<»nt-ssp«.fication. 

„uttr sleeve U a ,«in sleeve member bond«l by v*»m«ien at an '^"'T'f^'^ 

L.»f to m <««r cire«Dft,e«U.l surfi^ of '■"dy 

n;«-«TnfiH^niial surface of the inner sleeve. 

r^^^^eppedf^fonnedonaniru^ersurfaceofthemountingmember^^^^^ 

establishingSue engagements^ for the cylindrical vibrati^^^^^ 

resin outer-sleeve type. Once the outer sleeve is press fit into the cybndncalbore of the 

ro^memberXmeansofelasticdeformationof^eoutersl^^^ 

racHs^posed to the engaging stepped face in an «dal direction of the device, and ^^^^ 

^^Itwitht^engagingsteppedface. T^us.ti.ereisexMbitedares.tancetodisXoda^ 

of the rubber bushing ftom the mounting member in at least one axial directton. 
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Obviousness Rejection i, 1-5 1^54 and 31 are rejected under 35 

The Examiner has rejected claims 1-4, 9, 11, 12. 16-24. and 31 are rej 

The Exammer J jp-A-5-77637 in view of Tanaka et al. Applicant 

U.S.C.103(a)asbemgunpatentableoverJPA5 // 31 and claims depending 

respectfWIy traverses the rqection as appbed to amended claia^ 1,17. 31 anfl ep 

therefrom The reasons for the traversal are discussed in detail below. 

T^^prin^-ference^JP.^^^^^^^ 
l^vingan^gjgs^pe^ifaceformedonaninnersurfece^^^ 

Examinfix recognizes this deficiency in JP-A-5-77637. . 
^Lhe^re, the secondary reference to Tanaka etal.feils to disclose 

sleeve as well as the mounting member having the engaging stepped onthe umer surface 

^Zflnpaxdcular, as sbowninFIG.20ofTanakaetal..the metal outer Ste^^ 

nLulgmember72arefUedlyassembledwitheac^otherbyp^^^ 

metallic members. No step-portion^gag^ent is employed. lo sun^nary, et al does 

not pertain to the cylindrical vibration damping device of resin outer sleeve type, and 

^rdingly fails to teach the unique engagement stnxctureofrecited^ 

claims.tosolvetiieprobleminherentintbistypeofdevice, ^ t,^a tl,« ^uter 

Tl.e Examiner aUegesthatranakaetal. disclose the steppedsh^usedtobond^^^^^ 

xesin sleeve to an outer member 41 in FIGS. 33-36. However, the embodiments shown m HGS. 
33-36 neither disclose or suggest the muque engagement structure between the mounting 
J J JO neimcr uisv* ,«i its inner suifeoe and the resin outer sleeve 

member having the engagmg stepped face formed on Its mnersuiiaec .„f„^«tir.n 

provided wiliili^ engaged stepped fece on its enter surfece by means of rtselast.^ 

once press fit iJrto the mounting member. ^1 a.* v«r,^«i 

Tlxe outer sleeve 210 shown in FIGS. 33-36 is not resin but, rather, xs metel tbat is bonded 
hyvuIcanizationtothenibberelasticbody214. ^ee colunm 14, lines 53-64. l^out^^^^ 
2lOissecuredbybcingjust press fit into the mounting member as shownmPia20,wiftout 

utilizinglheuniqueengagementstructuieasrecitedinclamal. 

In addition, the stepped fece provided on the outer sleeve 210 m HGS. 33-36 never 
fimctions to engage withthe mounting member, so that dislodging of the m^^^^ 
themoimtingmemberisresiste.LTMscanbeseenbyobservingthattl.estepp^^^ 

outer sleeve 210 is oriented in the same direction as the flange. As ^^^^^^^ ^^/^^^ 
present appHca^o^ for example, in order to exhibittheresistancet^^ 

Lhinglom the mounting member, the engaged fece fomied on the outer sleeve feces an 
oBDOshft axial dijection from tte flange. 

in summary.it is respectfUUysubmittedti^tthere is ^ 

references and, even if the cited references are combined, the combination ^V^^** 
combination of elements recited in the claims, including the unique engagement structure 
discussed above at length. 
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CONCLUSION 

AppUcaat beUeves ihat all pending claims are allowable and respectfully requests a 
Notice of Allowance for this application ftom the Examiner. Should the Examiner beUeve that a 
telephone conference would expedite the prosecution of this appUcation. the undersigned can be 
readied at the telephone number set out below. 

Respectfully submitted, 
BE"YEJ5, WEAVER & THOMAS, LLP 




Alan S. Hodes 
Reg. No. 38,185 

P.O. Box 70250 
Oakland, OA 94612-0250 
(650) 961-8300 
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